New Relocation Regulations and GRAB Updates
The new relocation regulations that Ed Davis, Office of Governmentwide Policy, talked about at the last committee meeting are in the Red Border process getting signed internally.  

The Governmentwide Relocation Advisory Board (GRAB) recommendations for regulations will be handled as a separate set of proposed regulations.   The 100 plus recommendations are on the web at GSA.gov search "GRAB documents."  NOTHING IS FINAL UNTIL THE ISSUANCE OF A FINAL REPORT SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 15, 2005.

 The GRAB recommendations can be divided into several major groups:

1. Best Practices that need to be stressed, codified and relayed to the Federal Relocation community.  This is an ongoing part of the OGP and FAS missions that will continue.  OGP will provide the policy guidance and FAS will provide the contractual and procurement devices that are needed to keep the relocation communities working better.  OGP and FAS must work better together is one of the parts the GRAB stressed. 
2. Formal Consultative Mechanism- (FCM) The Grab Board wants a standing federal group with real power to change federal relocation to be created.  They must be able to represent the wide range of Federal Agencies.  The FCM must also spend time doing ongoing study of the private sector to make sure that the relevant practices are used.  They also should be a place that spreads information to help each agency get better results from its contracts. 
3. OGP must have a better ongoing relationship with OPM for HR issues and FAS for procurement issues.  This coordination is mandatory for both OGP and the other agencies to create an effective relocation program for the Federal Government.  
4.  Regulatory rewrite based on the advice of the GRAB.  This specific advice on regulatory changes is too complicated to break down here.
5. Legislative changes that will be last thing GSA can go for due to the paucity of data for a business case.  The new Final rule and the new regulations suggested by the GRAB will help in the data collection area, which will lead to basis for legal changes.
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